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STATE OF VERMONT 


Secretary of State 
109 State Street 
INTRODUCTION Montpelier, Vermont 05602 JULY 0 LoS 


This year we've reorganized our publication of election results in 
order to give you more details and more analysis. We hope you find it 
wuserul . 


By way of background, after a primary or general election each town 
sends to the Secretary of State's office an official election Trepore Pst. 
ing how many votes were cast for each candidate for each office. This 
publication has been prepared from those reports. 


In a few instances our totals here are slightly different from the 
totals in the state canvass reports prepared at the time of the elections. 
That's because we've corrected any discrepancies discovered while preparing 
Enis pub licabion: 


Write-in votes are summarized and listed as scattering. We have a de- 
tailed breakdown in the state canvass reports on file in the Secretary of 
Siate s OLtice. 


We also have on file the official election reports from each town. 
These cover not only the statewide races but also the races for county 
offices, state senator and representative to the general assembly. You're 
welcome to come in and look at them. 


This new and expanded publication of election results has been prepared 
jointly by the Secretary of State's office and the Vermont Elections Project 
at the University of Vermont. The cooperative venture succeeded both in 
BPEOVigding more complete information and in cutting the state's publication 
eest almost in half. 


I'd like to express my appreciation to the University of Vermont and 
i particular to Professor Garrison Nelson and Mr. Clark. Bensen. Their 
imagination, ingenuity and thoroughness in organizing the raw data which we 
supplied have made this publication possible. 


I'd also like to give special thanks to two superb staff members in the 
secretary of State's office, Deputy Secretary of State Jean Baldwin and 
Administrative Assistant Margaret Willey. They handled all phases of our 
election work with a professionalism, poise and personal touch that con- 
Eributed preatly to the: smooth running of the 1978 elections. 


4 Ayelt 
JAMES A. GUEST 
secretary of State 


The section on "The 1978 Elections in Vermont: A Synopsis'' has been omitted 
from the official publication distributed by the Secretary of State's office. 


COMPUTERIZING VERMONT'S 
HISTORICAL DATA 


Frederick E. Schmidt 


University of Vermont 


The State of Vermont reflects an incredibly rich environment for social scientists be- 
cause of its relative isolation, its relatively slow rate of growth, and the stability, com- 
monality of type, and longevity of its communities. The average year in which Vermont’s 
present communities obtained grant status was 1774. The historic stability of these social 
and political organizations is further illustrated by the fact that their average incorpora- 
tion date was 1793. This represents almost two centuries of sustained and relatively for- 
mal community life. 


Population records are equally rich. Over 95 per cent of today’s 255 communities 
have reported decennial U.S. Census data reaching back to 1790. Today’s 255 com- 
munities represent six basic types: cities, towns, townships, gores, unincorporated 
towns, and grants. These communities contain the properties of mutuality and additive- 
ness in that demographic, economic, and political data for each of these 255 communi- 
ties may be added together to produce complete state totals. No longer do Vermont 
citizens inhabit open country or unorganized places nor is there any land area outside the 
boundaries of minor civil divisions. 


It was the convergence of these characteristics which made Vermont’s historical 
record amenable to computerization. And it was computerization which would provide 
a systematic scheme for the complete retrieval of Vermont’s social, economic, and po- 
litical data over time. 


This realization spawned two projects at the University of Vermont in 1973: the 
Vermont Elections Project developed by Professor Garrison Nelson of the Department 
of Political Science and the Vermont Community Data Bank created by Professor Fred 
Schmidt of the Departments of Sociology and Agricultural Economics. Both projects 
used the same community labelling system so that it was possible for a full comparison 
between the communities with regard to their political, social, and economic character- 
istics. Their joint efforts were supported by annual allotments from the Vermont Agri- 
cultural Experiment Station and by grants from the Graduate College of the University 
of Vermont. It was their intention to gather, store, and make readily accessible the full 
data-based record of Vermont’s communities. 


This report on the 1978 primary and general elections in Vermont is the first one 
to be published by the Vermont Elections Project. It owes this fact to the willingness 
and cooperation of the office of the Vermont Secretary of State which provided the data 
in its original form and enabled Professor Nelson and Mr. Clark H. Bensen to com- 
puterize it in the manner presented here. For this cooperation, we would like to thank 
James A. Guest, the Secretary of State, the Deputy Secretary, Jean Baldwin, and their 
staff assistant, Margaret Willey. 
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DECEMBER 31,1974 


THE 1978 ELECTIONS CALENDAR: 


A CONSPECTUS 


Clark H. Bensen 
Vermont Polidata 


The primary source of this conspectus is the “1978 Elections Calendar” prepared by 


Jean Baldwin, 


Deputy Secretary of State. The portions relevant to statewide candidates 


and registration of voters are included here for historical reference. Since other offices 
are subject to the election laws, and since statutory changes may occur, for subsequent 
elections, a complete copy of the Elections Calendar should be requested from the office 
of the Secretary of State, Pavilion Office Building, Montpelier, Vt. 05602. 


All statutory references below are to Title 17 of the Vermont Statutes Annotated. 


fly 17 


August 3 


August 26 


September 1 


September 12 


September 14 


September 19 


September 21 


September 22 


September 28 


(third Monday of July preceding the primary election—§2356 et seq.) 
PRIMARY PETITIONS FILED. For State and Federal offices, 500 sig- 
natures are required, filing place is with the Secretary of State. 


(40 days prior to the primary election—§2053(a)) 

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REPORTS (#1) filed by statewide candidates 
and political committees. Candidates for Federal office (U.S. Senate, U.S. 
House) are not governed by reporting provisions of Vermont law. 


(12:00 Noon on the third Saturday preceding the day of the election— 
§2144(a)) 

REGISTRATION deadline for individuals wishing to vote in the primary 
election. 


(10 days prior to the election—§2053(a)) 
CAMPAIGN FINANCE REPORTS (#2) filed by statewide candidates 
and political committees. 


(second Tuesday of September—§2351) 
PRIMARY ELECTION DAY. Polls to open no earlier than 6 A.M., no 
later than 10 A.M., as set locally. All polls close at 7:00 P.M. ($2365). 


(within 48 hours of the close of the polls—§2588) 
FILING OF OFFICIAL RETURNS by town clerks with Secretary of 
State. 


(at 10 A.M. one week after the day of the election—§2368(b)) 
STATE CANVASSING COMMITTEE meets to canvass votes and issue 
certificates of nomination. 


(Forty-seventh day before the general election—§2386) 

PARTY COMMITTEES file statements of nomination where there has 
been no nomination by primary. 

INDEPENDENT CANDIDATES also file by this day. 


(within 10 days after the election—§2602) 

RECOUNT PETITIONS filed (if the difference is less than 5% of total 
votes). 

(by regulation of the Secretary of State) 

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REPORTS (Combined) filed. This combined re- 
port includes the 10-day post-primary report (#3) and the 40-day pre- 
general report (#4). 


xvi 


October 21 


October 27 


November 7 


November 9 


November 14 


November 17 


November 22 


January 4 


(12:00 Noon on the third Saturday preceding the day of the election— 
§2144(a)) 

REGISTRATION deadline for individuals wishing to vote in the gen- 
eral election. 


(10 days prior to the election—§2053(a)) 
CAMPAIGN FINANCE REPORTS (#5) filed by statewide candidates 
and political committees. 


(first Tuesday next after the first Monday of November—Vt. Constitu- 
tionCh. Il, Sec: 43) 

GENERAL ELECTION DAY. Polls open as on primary election day 
($2561). 


(within 48 hours of the close of the polls—§2588) 
FILING OF OFFICIAL RETURNS by town clerks with the Secretary 
of State. 


(at 10 a.m. one week after the day of the election—§2592) 

STATE CANVASSING COMMITTEE meets to canvass votes and pre- 
pare certificates of election to be presented to the General Assembly 
(§2592(i)) 


(10 days following the election—§2053(a)) 

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REPORTS (#6) filed by statewide candidates 
and political committees. 

RECOUNT PETITIONS filed with Superior Court. 


(within 15 days after a primary or any other election—§2603(c)) 
INDIVIDUAL VOTER CHALLENGES to be filed. 


(first Wednesday next after the first Monday of January—vVt. Constitu- 
tion.?C@h. IT, “Sec: 7) 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY CONVENES. Canvassing procedures generally 
result in a Joint Assembly the next day thus beginning the terms of state 
Officers. 
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MEMORANDUM OF METHODOLOGY 


Clark H. Bensen 


Vermont Polidata 


The source of the data in this publication was the Canvass of Votes Tables compiled 
by the office of the Secretary of State from the official returns filed by the town and 
city clerks. These data were then entered into computer data files and verified with the 
original tables. The computer system utilized was the Xerox Sigma 6 at the University 
of Vermont Academic Computing Center. 


The use of computer technology provided a capability unavailable to previous edi- 
tions of the Elections book which enhanced the various possibilities for the publication 
of the official results. Among the advantages provided are: 


1) inclusion of percentage values whenever significant; 

2) comparison of registration figures with the previous election; 

3) calculation of an “Estimated Turnout” for the primaries; 

4) generation of analytical tables for in-depth study of voter behavior; 
5) a great degree of flexibility in the production process; and 


6) error detection capability (which allowed the correction of a few problems be- 
fore publication). 


With the use of these computer capabilities, two great improvements were realized 
in the production of this report. First, the traditional listing of election data was greatly 
enlarged and rearranged for enhanced utility. Second, by the offset printing of the com- 
puter printout, a cost savings benefitted the taxpayers. 


Hopefully, the process by which this 1/978 Primary and General Elections book was 
produced will satisfy the requirements of a primary source for research as well as being 
a useful reference tool for the political analysis undertaken by those interested in the 
Vermont electoral process. 


Miscellaneous Notes About The Tables 
Tables 3-9. Primary and General Election Tables 


a. STATEWIDE SUMMARY—-At the beginning of each Table appears a subtable 
listing the abbreviation for each candidate as well as the statewide totals for each 
office of the table. 


b. COUNTY SUMMARY—The TOTAL column includes scattering votes (which 
are listed at the end of the Table). The percentage indicated for each candidate 
is in proportion to TOTAL votes. 


c. PERCENT OF STATE TOTALS—In this subtable is listed the percentage of the 
state TOTAL obtained in each county for each candidate and for the TOTAL vote 
for the office. The figures for each candidate indicate the relative strengths and 
weaknesses of each geographically. The figures for TOTAL votes, when com- 
pared to a Table for another party’s primary, indicate regionalism as a factor in 
the primary of each party. 


d. 


Table 


Table 


a. 


INDEX COMPARING COUNTY PERCENTAGE TO STATEWIDE PERCEN- 
TAGE—tThis subtable (not included in Table 5) lists an index for each candidate 
generated by dividing 1) the percentage of the county vote TOTAL obtained 
by the candidate by 2) the percentage of the state vote TOTAL which the can- 
didate obtained. For example, candidate A received 60% of the vote in county 
X, but only 40% of the statewide vote—the index would be 1.50 indicating a 
50% better showing in county X than statewide. 


10. Voter Statistics 


. Since ballot counting in the primary election does not indicate the actual break- 


down by party, an estimate is generated using the highest number of votes for any 
office by town/county unit. This thus allows an estimated breakdown as reflected 
in % Rep—% Dem—% LU. 


PERCENTAGE OF STATE REGISTERED VOTERS COMPARED TO STATE 
ACTUAL VOTERS—tThe index listed here, denominated the REG. INDEX, 
compares |) the percentage of the TOTAL state registered voters registered in 
that county with 2) the percentage of the TOTAL state actual voters generated 
by that county. The index thus indicates the relative influence that was exerted 
on the statewide totals by each county. 


11. Voter Participation—Primary Election 


The vote totals for each county is the total number of votes for the office listed 
at the head of the column. These correspond to the figures in Tables of Part 
Three. 


. % STATE HIGH—This row compares the total number of votes for each office 


to the total for that office which, statewide, saw the most votes. The office de- 
nominated as the STATE HIGH is listed as a 2-letter abbreviation under the 
(HIGHEST) column. This row of percentages thus indicates the extent to which 
voters participate in every office on the ballot. 


c. EST. # BLANKS—This is an estimate showing the difference between the total 


Table 


votes for each office to that of the STATE HIGH as reflected in the percentage 
figures. 


12. Voter Participation—General Election 


This Table is very similar to Table 11 except that 1) the # BLANKS is de- 
termined by an actual count of the ballots and 2) % PART. is compared to the 
actual number of voters at the polls. 


. % TURNOUT—merely indicates the percentage of registered voters who exer- 


cised their franchise for any candidate for each office on the ballot. 


(AVERAGES)—As with Table 11, the actual average of the vote totals is cal- 
culated first—then used to determine the remaining values. 


. The 2-letter abbreviation indicates the office which generated the highest voter 


participation. 
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